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25X1X 1. In order fo appease the movement among the peasants to get out of the
collectives, in September 1951 the District People’s Council and the
District UDB in Strumica ordered logal officials %o hold meetings of
collective members and to explain to them that if the majority of the
members of a collective vote for ita dissoluticen, that collective will be
dissolved as scon as harvesting has been completed and the accounts of =ach
member have been prepared by the collective becard. The dissolution of such
collectives would cccur at the end of 195i. Aftes ths collective has beern
dissolved, the land belonging to the collective will be divided among the
collective members according tc the number of members in each family.
Then all of the peasants of each villags would have to form a cooperative
called Stopanstvo (Economy)-

2. The peasants would be instructed by the Stopanstwo as to what they must
plant, and how much production is expected of them. A}l harvested products
would be surrendsred to the Stopanstve which would then sell the producte
and pay the peasants for the products they surrendered. The officisls
aiso told the peasants nct to expest any aid in food from the Government-

3. The peasants of the Strumica area doubt that the Goverrment considers
seriously the plan for a Stopanstvs, and they believe that the plan was
revealed only %o ensure that the harvesting of comm would be completed,
The peasants fear that veting will not be free and that they will be
persecuted for voting for dissolution of the colliectives. They
believe that the establishment of a Stopanstve will not greaily change
thelr living conditions. They also belleve that the regime will cheat
them because the Govermment can fix the prices of their preducts and of
consumer govds and that the members of the Cormunist Pariy will be given
the better lots of land when the collectivas are dissolved, The peasants
de neot expect to receive the land they owned before the collective was
established.
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